
 

  

One of the topics that has come up re-

peatedly is joy. At first, joy seemed like 

a rather rare bird to us, occasionally 

sighted, but usually fleeting and on the 

wing. As weôve aged and grown in our 

friendship, though, I think weôve all 

become better at both noticing it and 

cultivating it. 
 

It was only recently that I noticed the 

close connection between joy and grati-

tude. Itôs hard to feel joyful without also 

feeling grateful for whatever is causing 

us joy.  And when do we ever feel truly 

grateful without also feeling deep joy?   
 

Gratitude is deep, deep in our Christian 

DNA.  Consider that our ñfamily mealò, 

communion, is also called Eucharist.  

(eu = good; charis = gift/grace/thanks).  

Itôs a ñGiving Thanksò or ñThanks Giv-

ingò meal.  At this table, as we draw 

near to our center, who is God, we are 

also drawn closer to one another. We 

give thanks for receiving the grace gift 

of Christ present in the bread broken 

and wine shared and give ourselves 

back to God by giving ourselves to oth-

ers.  When we do this, we become what 

we receive ï the Body of Christ.  (It 

doesnôt just SEEM circular ï it IS.  So, 

read it again and ponder it, if you need 

to.  Itôs a powerful reality!)   

Iôll always remember an elderly woman 

in a former parish.  She would often ask 

plaintively, ñWhy am I still alive?ò  But 

just as often she would tell me how, 

when she couldnôt sleep at night, she 

wouldnôt count sheep, she would count 

her blessings, and soon, very soon, she 

would drift off. 
 

For those of us living our faith there is 

SO much to be grateful for.  St. Paul in 

Philippians actually says that ñin ALL 

things, give thanks.ò  Notice, he doesnôt 

say give thanks FOR all things, but Paul 

reminds us that no matter what our cir-

cumstances, we have reasons for thank-

ing God ï if for nothing more exotic 

than the fact that we keep taking one 

breath after another, after another, after 

another, after another.... To  say  noth-

ing  of  the hope of life beyond deaths of 

all kinds, of forgiveness that reconciles 

us to those we were sure we could never 

ever have anything to do with again, of 

Godôs love that ñtakes us as we are and 

summons out what we shall beò (to 

quote a favorite song of mine). 

As many of us gather with loved ones 

and share a big bird on Thanksgiving 

Day, may our meal remind us of the 

thanks-giving meal we share each week 

in the Eucharist, and of the deep well of 

joy and gratitude we can live from every 

day, as those beloved and called to love, 

gifted and called to give, blessed and 

called to bless.          

(Continued, page 2)  

From the Pastor 
Today was my monthly 

meet ing wi th my 

ñpastorsò group.  Four 

colleagues (male and 

female), a ñfacilitatorò 

and myself, who, for the 

last 20 years, have 

shared our lives, our 

work, our faith, our ques-

tions, our struggles, our 

insights, and our joys. 

Among the 5 of us there have been 2 

marriages, a divorce, a remarriage , 2 

children,  6 grandchildren,  the death 

of 4 parents, 6 changes of parish and 

one who moved from pastor to 

bishop.  When we started we were all 

in Seattle. Now we come from Port-

land, Gig Harbor, Friday Harbor, 

Everett, and Seattle. WHAT A GIFT!   

The Visitor 
     bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллф                                                           hǳǊ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
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Vision Statement 
 

In the model of Christ, and for the life of the world, we are an inclusive, 
devoted, caring, spiritual community that accepts challenges, 

takes risks and grows. 
 

hǳǊ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΩǎ {ǘŀŦŦ 

Katherine H. Hawks, Pastor  
Stephen Grumm, Pastor of Church and Community 

Julie Hutson, Pastor and LYONS Director 
Karen Lee, 10:30am Worship & Music Director 
Phil Woodward, 9am Worship & Music Director 

Marcus Eads, Youth & Family Minister 
Lynn Henderson, Office Administrator 

Rebecca Butler, Communications 
Joanne Marson, Nursery 

Kathy Nelson & Tamara Anderson, Everybody Place 
 

2400 NW 85th Street, Seattle, Washington 98117 
Phone 206.783.7900 · Fax 206.706.6062 

office@ourredeemers.net 
Website: www.ourredeemers.net 

 

As a community in the model of Christ, we warmly welcome all who  
ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŀǘ hǳǊ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ   

!ǎ ŀ άwŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊŀŎŜΣ 
ethnic background, social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation and 

gender identity.   Together in our diversity, we seek to embrace the love of God 
offered to us in Jesus Christ. We gather to experience the presence of God in 
Word and sacrament and to give  praise to God who loves us unconditionally. 

Our Redeemerôs Lutheran Church 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

Caroling, caroling, now we go 

Christmas bells are ringing 

Caroling, caroling thru the snow 

Christmas bells are ringing 
 

Joyous voices sweet and clear 

Sing the sad of heart to cheer 

Ding dong, ding dong 

Christmas bells are ringing 
 

Join the community of Our Redeemerôs as 

we visit our shut-ins and offer some holi-

day cheer through Christmas carols! 
 

Sunday, Dec. 6, 2:00-4:30 pm 
Saturday, Dec. 12, 4:00-6:30pm 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 6:30-8:30pm 
 

All are invited!!  Seniors, families, sin-

gles, children, teens, those with voices of 

angels and those who warble best in the 

shower -- all are encouraged to join the 

fun!  Parents of children aged 8 and older, 

please feel free to drop your children off 

and take some time for yourselves ï get 

some Christmas shopping done, or treat 

yourselves to a couple of quiet hours at 

home!  Children under age 8 are very wel-

come to join us, but we ask that they be 

accompanied by a responsible adult. 
 

We will meet at Our Redeemerôs, divide 

up into teams and go out to the many 

members of our community who are un-

able to join us in worship at church.  On 

Dec. 6 & 12, hot cocoa and treats will be 

served upon our return to the church. 
 

Volunteers are needed to provide treats 

and transportation.  If you are able to help, 

please contact the office at 206-783-7900. 

From the Pastor continuedé.. 
Phil Woodwardôs prayer from a recent childrenôs Sabbath invites us to 

live with this attitude of gratitude:  
 

God, you have given us so much to be thankful for. Teach us to give 

thanks, not just on the special days set aside for thanks-giving, but on all 

days. Thank you for the love you show us. You love us more than we will 

ever know and or ever understand. Thank you for giving us your son Je-

sus, your ultimate gift of love. We thank you for all the people around us, 

who love us and whom we love--for brothers, sisters, parents and grand-

parents, aunts and uncles, friends, and other loved ones. Thank you, Lord. 
 

God, you have given us so much. Teach us to give as you give, not just on 

the special days set aside for gift-giving, but on all days. Teach us to be 

like St Francis: to celebrate being alive, to love all your creatures, great 

and small, and to think of others above ourselves. You have given us all 

that we have, and we want to offer it back to you. Be near us, Lord. 
 

With thanks to God for more blessings than I can count ï among which I 

count being your pastor, 

 

 
Pastor Kathy 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ hǳǊ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴǎ ǘƘŜΧΦ 
Community Interfaith Service 

 Thanksgiving Eve 
November 25, 7:30 PM 

 

 Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church 
7500 Greenwood Avenue North, Seattle 

 

An Offering will be collected for  
organizations serving people in need 

 

 A Reception will follow the Service 

 Child care available 
Call 206-783-2350 for more information 
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FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD 
Quilt Blessing, November 1, Sunday 
Loading, November 6-7, Friday & Saturday 

 

Every year, we sew quilts and assem-

ble health and school kits to be dis-

tributed to people in need around the 

world by Lutheran World Relief 

(LWR). Quilts bring warmth on a cold night and shelter 

from the sun on a hot day. They may become beds, room 

dividers, backpacks, or even homes.  School kits enable 

children in poor, vulnerable, and war-torn regions of the 

world to continue their education. School kits are also 

used in adult literacy classes.  Health kits help refugees 

maintain personal hygiene while living in exile and may 

contribute to a new start for those who can return home. 
 

Sunday School offerings in October go to LWR for ship-

ping costs.  Thank you Sunday School students!  Thank 

you everyone who helped make our beautiful quilts, do-

nated cash for shipping, or contributed school and health 

kits supplies. Your generosity is much appreciated! 
 

The quilts that will be sent to those in need will be 

blessed during worship on November 1st, All Saints Sun-

day. Join us for worship at 9am and/or 10:30am. 
 

Regional loading for Lutheran World Relief will take 

place in our parking lot November 6-7.  Anyone willing 

to help with loading, or making cookies for the volun-

teers, please contact Sharon Longaker at 206-783-7648.  

If you wish to donate for shipping, make checks out to 

ñLutheran World Reliefò and mark them ñProject Com-

fortò. Thank you for your support of this vital ministry! 

 

COOK A MEAL  
FOR SON-SHINE MINISTRY 
 

Our Redeemer's Son-Shine (formerly Sunhine) committee 

exists to provide rays of support to members who are hav-

ing health problems, transitions, or upheavals in their 

lives.  One of our main objectives is to be able to bring a 

meal to members at these times.  We are looking for a few 

more volunteers willing to make and deliver a meal occa-

sionally.  Most likely, you will only be asked to cook a 

few times a year.  If you are too busy, you can decline to 

make a meal at a particular time, so there's no specific 

commitment beyond the willingness to be asked to help 

out.  Please contact Latife Neu to join the rotation of will-

ing cooks.  (latifeneu@hotmail.com or 206-789-8089)  
 

- Latife Neu 

 

 

ALL SAINTS DAY WORSHIP  
November 1, Sunday, 9am & 10:30am 

 

During festival worship on November 1, we will remem-

ber those we love, now part of the communion of saints, 

and celebrate baptisms.  Please bring a framed photo of a 

beloved saint in your life.  
 

The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the 

church on a single day goes back at least to the third cen-

tury. All Saints Day celebrates the people of God, past 

and present, near and far, living with us and living now in 

God, who make up the body of Christ.  

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER @ ORLC 
November 26, Thursday, 12-1pm 
 

Thanksgiving dinner is a time to offer thanks to God for 

our many blessings. This year we have a chance to share 

our blessings by serving Thanksgiving dinner for hungry 

neighbors at Our Redeemerôs. We will distribute sleeping 

bags again this year after dinner.  The Ballard Food Bank 

is our partner for the dinner and will provide some food 

and volunteers, but there are many opportunities to help: 
 

© Prepare on Wednesday, Nov. 25,  

© Decorate the tables 

© Prepare on Thursday morning, Nov. 26 

© Greet & Serve dinner on Thursday, Nov. 26 

© Clean up on Thursday, Nov. 26 

© Distribute sleeping bags on Thursday, Nov. 26 
 

Can you help? Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or 

contact Rebecca Butler, saltspring@msn.com, 206-789-

4260.  To donate funds for sleeping bags, please mark 

your check to ñOur Redeemerôsò with ñSleeping bagsò.  

 

CHOCOLATE & WINE TASTING PARTY 
November 14, Saturday @ 7pm 
 

Pastor Kathy has once again donated a Chocolate & Wine 

Tasting Party. The fare is fabulous chocolate and wine, 

but the best part is wonderful time spent with friends. All 

chocolate delicacies are created by Kim Smith, formerly a 

pastry chef for Franôs Chocolates. Thank you Pastor 

Kathy & Kim for your generous donation. 
 

For just $35 per person, you can join the fun AND con-

tribute financially to the mission and ministries of Our 

Redeemerôs.  To sign up, simply send a check made out to 

Our Redeemerôs, marked ñChocolate/Wine Partyò in the 

amount of $35 times the number of people in your party.  

You wonôt want to miss this fun event ï please join us ! 
 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
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Christmas Eve Hand Bell Choir  
& Instrumental Ensemble 

 

All are welcome to participate! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring your instrument or learn to play hand bells 

to festive Christmas carols!  Practices are:  
 

Saturday, Dec. 5, 3:00 ð4:30 pm ð hand bells only  

Saturday, Dec. 12 & Saturday, Dec. 19, 3:00 ð4:30 

pm ð hand bells and orchestra instruments  
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,  

December 24, 2009, 11:00 p.m.   
 

Questions?  Contact Karen Lee  

(206) 783 -4536; cdkswan@comcast.net  

 

±ƻǘŜ ά¸Ŝǎέ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ тм 
 

Just as there was a movement for full 

inclusion in the sacraments within the 

ECLA, there is also a drive for full inclu-

sion under Washington law for LGBT 

folks and seniors.  Pastors Hawks and 

Grumm have signed the "Faith leaders' 

statement of support for Washington 

families and the domestic partnership 

law" and urge you to vote ñYesò on Ref. 

71.  http://approvereferendum71.org/  
 

Michael Ramos to Preach 
November 29, Sunday 
 

As we begin a new church year, Mr. Mi-

chael Ramos will be our guest preacher 

at both services. Michael is a member of 

St. Patrickôs Catholic parish and Director 

of the Church Council of Greater Seattle, 

the primary ecumenical organization in 

our City. He will be sharing with us how 

our faith in Jesus relates to our making 

the presence of Godôs reign in our world 

more and more of an evident reality. 
 

On behalf of the Councilôs member con-

gregations, Mr. Ramos oversees minis-

tries dealing with problems of homeless-

ness, supporting working people in their 

struggle for a livable wage, a more just 

immigration system, recognition of na-

tive American rights, environmental jus-

tice, and a more peaceful and just rela-

tionship with the countries of Latin 

America, Asia ,and the Middle East.  

 

Beloved Author & Teacher, 
DAN ERLANDER, is coming to ORLC! 
November 8, Sunday @ 1:30-4:30pm 

Do you feel awkward about how little you know your 
way around the Bible?  Are you curious, but not sure 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘΚ  ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ 
and some that are confusing or even offensive?  Did 
you receive a copy of Baptized We Live, Lutheranism 
As a Way of Life when you participated in The Jour-
ney?  Or Let the Children Come when you or your child 
was baptized? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ  ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ о ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ōȅ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ 5ŀƴ 9ǊƭŀƴŘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜǘŜƭƭǎ 
the story of the Bible in his uniquely humorous, clear, and profound way. Whether 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
a first, Dan gives us all a solid and memorable framework 
for understanding the Bible.  His book Manna and Mercy, 
ŀ .ǊƛŜŦ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ¦ƴŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ aŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Whole Universe,  complete with wonderful, helpful illus-
trations, will provide the basis for the afternoon, and 
every Sunday School teacher will receive a copy as a gift.  
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Thank You! 

From Betty Johanna 
 

As I get closer to walking ñnormal,ò 

whatever that means, I am constantly 

reminded of the support of ORLC 

folks.  From prayers and ñatta-girlsò 

to communication in a nursing home 

that was both grape juice and root 

beer floats (Thanks Tamara), it all 

helped ï and I thank you for that. 

 

From Lora, Paul, Heather  
and Holly Campbell 
 

Dear ORLC Community, 

Our family would like to thank every-

one for their support this summer dur-

ing our many health issues.  In par-

ticular, we wish to thank Pastor 

Hawks for her phone calls and visits, 

the gorgeous prayer shawls that Holly 

and I love to cuddle in every morning, 

the delicious dinner and goodies, and 

for the many prayers and good wishes 

from everyone.  Holly and I are feel-

ing better and on the road to recovery.  

Our family has been amazed at your 

continued support.  We are truly 

grateful to be involved with such a 

wonderful and caring community.  

Thank you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

From David Kangas 
 

Dear All,  

Much gratitude for your continued 

prayers for our family, especially 

Mrs. Kangas. She wants me to tell 

you she feels the prayers all the time, 

as we do! Hope all is well with you! 

We celebrated her 92nd birthday Oct. 

7 where she is. The "St. Expeditus" 

family there was so very generous 

with music, lovely food, and a real 

celebration. Earlier in the day her 

older lady friends came over with me 

and I returned before dinner for the 

other party too. She is doing well and 

we thank you kindly for so much love 

and prayers over so many years and 

now of course. Matt celebrated with 

her on Tuesday. I continue to read 

prayers from her mother and great 

uncle and Bible passages 3 times a 

day. Often she and I go thru photos 

and a few mementos of her life going 

back to her childhood and she re-

markably remembers many things 

back to young childhood!!  Please try 

to visit her--she loves your visits!!        

God bless! Take care, David  Kangas 
 

Note: Laurene Lundberg is Vi Kan-

gasô Emmaus Visitor and sees her 

regularly, bringing communion and 

care from our congregation. 

 

To Gene Fox, Damon Knight, and 
Brian & Evan Butler 
 

A big "Thank you" to Gene Fox for 

donating a 12 drawer tool cabinet and 

tools, a handymanôs special. 
 

Thank you too, Damon Knight for 

driving my borrowed van & loading 

the 12 drawer cabinet. 
 

Thank you Brian and Evan Butler for 

meeting Damon & me at ORLC, to 

unload and get everything in to the 

basement. All this late on a dark rainy 

evening - quite a big job.  
 

Thank you all for your assistance in 

this venture.   - Martheô Boettcher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

¢ƻ WŀƴŜǘ ²ƻƻŘŦƛŜƭŘΣ aŀǊǘƘŜΩ 
Boettcher, and Erin Miller 
 

Many thanks to Janet, Marthé and 

Erin. This group of hard-working vol-

unteers took on the herculean task of 

sorting through all of the supplies that 

were moved out of all of the Sunday 

School classrooms prior to the start of 

the year, re-organizing the supplies in 

the supply closet, sorting through the 

supplies that were brought over from 

Calvary, and integrating all of them 

into a now beautifully organized, well

-stocked supply cabinet.  This en-

tailed many hours of dusty, tiring, 

discouraging work that seemed like it 

might never end.  From all of the 

teachers (and through them from all 

of the students!) ï thank-you so very 

much, Janet, Marthé, and Erin !!   

- Margaret Wetter 

 

From Lutheran Community  
Services Northwest 
 

Thanks so very much for your gift to 

Lutheran Community Service.  We 

truly appreciate your support, allow-

ing us to serve our community, chil-

dren, youth, and families.  If we could 

visit with your church some Sunday, 

that would be fantastic!  

- Anita Proudfoot , Church &  

  Community Relations Director 

Thanks for your  
generous contributions  

to the following partners : 
 

The Ballard Food Bank 
Holden Village 

Columbia Lutheran Home 
Earth Ministry 

Rwanda Partners 
The Compass Center 

Elizabeth Gregory Home 
ELCA World Hunger 

Lutheran World Relief 
Lutheran Community Services 

 

10% of all our offerings  
and income is donated 
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SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday School Christmas Pageant  

Sunday, December 20 @ 10:30am   

:Ttq K`lhkx Rdlnqhdr ne Hgqhrsl`r;  

All Are Welcome!  join us! 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT  
November 6, Friday @ 6:30pm 
 

All are invited! Put the kids in their pjôs and join us in the 

Fellowship Hall for a pizza dinner.  After the meal, The 

Jungle Book will be shown in the Fellowship Hall.  Older 

children may watch the film in the Fellowship Hall or 

head downstairs to the Youth Room to see What About 

Bob?, appropriate for youth ages 10 and older. Teenagers 

will be on hand to watch young ones during the movie, 

so parents can gather in the Library for adult conversa-

tion.  Pizza, fruit, fruit juice, dessert, and popcorn pro-

vided.  Parents may bring their own adult beverages to 

enjoy in the Library.  Mark your calendar for the first 

Friday of the month for this fun event.  In order that we 

may purchase the right amount of food, please rsvp with 

the number in your party to ourredeemers@gmail.com.  

Please join us! 
 

- Parent Support Team 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM  
 

The curriculum used in our Sunday School is called 

ñWitnessò, a program with an emphasis on faith traits 

and their application in service to the world.  Each Sun-

day we will share the dayôs emphasis in the bulletin.  Per-

haps you can have a conversation with some of our 

young people about the faith traits they are learning. 
 

  Emphasis  Faith Trait  

November 1 Joshua at Jericho Perseverance 

November 15 Naomi and Ruth Loyalty 

November 22 God calls Samuel Honesty 

November 29 The Peaceful Kingdom/  Peace 

  The King will come 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL WISH LIST 
 

Weôre looking for floor pillows!  Several of our Sunday 

School teachers have requested floor pillows to make the 

floor a usable space for story-telling and other activities.  

Weôre looking for 24òx24ò (or larger) pillows with re-

movable, washable covers. Do you have any pillows you 

would be willing to donate?  Please help if you can!  
 

In addition to floor pillows, the teachers and students in 

our Sunday School classrooms would be most grateful 

for the donation of a good-sized bulletin board, an area 

rug (large enough for a dozen 1st and 2nd graders to sit 

on during story-time), and a comfortable arm chair.  If 

you have one of these items to donate, please contact 

Margaret:  206-399-6107; margaretwetter@comcast.net. 

4th-6th Grade Youth Group 
Turkey Trot, November 27, Friday, 8:30am  
 

According to a recent national poll in which 900,000 4th-

6th graders were asked to name their favorite actor/

actress, the answer was pretty much unanimous:  Bette 

Midler.  So, during its Second Annual Halloween Party 

on Friday, October 30th, our 4th-6th grade youth group 

decided to watch Hocus Pocus.  Thanks to everyone who 

participated and helped make it all happen. 
 

This November the kids will partici-

pate, with many others, in the annual 

Turkey Trot around Green Lake to 

fight world hunger!  If you would like 

to sponsor one of the kids, please con-

tact Marcus Eads @ 206-783-7900 
 

9th ς 12th Grade Youth Group 
Jesus, Justice & Jazz, November 14, Saturday 
 

I have always been skeptical of new board games.  I used 

to liken them to rainy days.  I blame this in part on the 

fact that the only time anyone in my family ever played 

board games was on rainy Sunday afternoons.  Even the 

high stakes action of ñHungry Hungry Hippoò and ñLay 

an Eggò couldnôt get me excited.  This all changed the 

first time I played Scrabble.  It was love at first word.  I 

could play that game over and over again and never get 

boardé eré bored.  So imagine my reaction to hearing 

about a new Scrabble spin-off game called 

ñBananagramsò.  Itôs a faster paced version of Scrabble 

with a lot of twists and turns.  Our 9th-12th grade youth 

group played the game on Oct. 18th and had a lot of fun. 
 

On Nov. 14th, the group is heading up to Everett for a 

free concert at Trinity Lutheran College called ñJesus, 

Justice and Jazzò.  Weôve got lots planned and the youth 

are always encouraged to bring a friend to our events.  

We typically meet the 3rd Sunday each month at 4pm. 

 

 

 

 

Youth and Families 
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Social JusticeτYou Make A Difference 

FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD 
November 8, Food Bank Sunday 
 

Sunday School offerings for the month of November will 

go to the Ballard Food Bank.  Did you know é 

¶ In 2008, the Ballard Food Bank distributed over one 

million pounds of food. 

¶ 27% of the Food Bankôs recipients are elderly; 14% 

are children. 

¶ The Food Bankôs food comes from a variety of 

sources, including local grocery store donations, pri-

vate donations, and the government. 

¶ The vast majority of the Ballard Food Bankôs funding 

comes from neighborhood donors and local small 

businesses. 

¶ The Ballard Food Bank helps our neighbors with 

more than just food.  They also help with clothing, 

hygiene items, and financial assistance. 
 

In addition to their money offerings, Sunday School chil-

dren are encouraged to participate in three ways: 

¶ Bring donations of nonperishable food and hygiene 

items on Sunday, November 8th (or anytime during 

the month) and help overflow the soup can. 

¶ Volunteer to collect food outside of Safeway. 

¶ Volunteer to prepare or serve Thanksgiving dinner 

with the Ballard Food Bank at Our Redeemerôs.  

 

1st and 2nd Year Confirmation 
Turkey Trot, November 27, Friday, 8:30am  
 

Our confirmation students are hard at work on a multi-

month challenge to live the Lordôs Prayer.  Weôre all fa-

miliar with this prayer.  We recite it week after week in 

our worship.  Many of us have it committed to memory.  

The Confirmation students are taking this prayer apart 

piece by piece and putting it back together, as a way of 

figuring out what it all means to us disciples. We do that 

through workshops, servant events and church visitations.   
 

During the month of November, the kids are studying 

ñGive Us This Day Our Daily Breadò.  What a coinci-

dence that Thanksgiving takes place this month. We all 

know what follows Thanksgiving, The Green Lake Tur-

key Trot! Waking up early the day after Thanksgiving to 

walk, run, bike, or skate around the lake, the Confirma-

tion students, along with others, will be fighting World 

Hunger. On Nov. 8, we will visit the Compass Centerôs 

Church of Steadfast Love to worship with people who 

truly know what it means to be hungry. Week after week, 

our Confirmation students are learning more about the 

Lordôs prayer; and in turn, living out their faith. 
 

- Marcus Eads 

Quotes: 
ά¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
American voter. "          - Dwight D. Eisenhower  
 

άCƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 
attitude."                         - Martin Luther King Jr.  
 

PEACE-MAKING TASK FORCE 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peaceé. 
 

From the book, Chasing Francis, without forgiveness, 

there is no peace. Imagine if we trained people 

to be peacemakers with the same intensity 

and money we train people to kill!  Jesus 

says in Romans 8: ñFor the creation waits 

with eager longing for the revealing of the 

sons (and daughters) of Godé From the 

earth, the prayers for peace are heard.ò 
 

From the Baha'i Faith  
(began in Iran in 1800ôs and undergoing persecution) 

Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity. 

Be fair in thy judgment, and guarded in thy speech. 

Be a lamp unto those who walk in darkness,  

and a home to the stranger. 

Be eyes to the blind,  

and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring. 

Be a breath of life to the body of humankind,  

a dew to the soil of the human heart,  

and a fruit upon the tree of humility. 
 

From the Christian Faith 
O God, who would fold both heaven and earth in a 

single peace, let the design of your great love lighten 

upon the waste of our wraths and sorrows and give 

peace to your Church, peace among nations, peace in 

our dwellings, and peace in our hearts; through your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

Again from Chasing Francis, these facts:  For the firsts 

300 years of its existence the church embraced a strict 

pacifist ethic.  It taught that violence of any kind was in-

compatible with the gospel.  The early Christians were 

famous for their ministries of reconciliation.  After Con-

stantine legalized Christianity the church adopted the 

teaching of Augustine who said that Christians could par-

ticipate in war under certain prescribed conditions.  Today 

we call that  a ójust or holy war theory.ô  Eight hundred 

years later the church was telling people that killing Mus-

lims was Deus vult, Godôs will, and that it could actually 

help them get to heaven!  What happened to us? 
 

- Carolyn Swanson, Chair, Peacemakersô Task Force 
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C!L¢I [9!59w{ {!¸ άbhέ  
To Initiative 1033 
 

Along with our Northwest Washington Lutheran Bishop, 

Chris Boerger, and clergy of many faith traditions, I have 

signed a letter, supporting a ñnoò vote on Initiative 1033.  

I do this with the understanding that these a very, very 

difficult economic times.  There are not enough financial 

resources to address all the crying needs of the hungry, 

homeless, seriously ill, and students at risk; as well as 

support working mothers and fathers stretching every 

dollar.  I do this also with the understanding that our 

elected representatives have already made deep cuts in 

public services during the past legislative session due to 

our national recession.  Though I do not agree with each 

decision they make, I elect them to make those decisions.  

They are accountable to me each election day. 
 

Initiative 1033 asks for not only deeper cuts in our sup-

port for the most vulnerable, but locks these cuts in for 

years to come, no matter what our economic condition is 

as a state.  Opportunities for a quality public education, 

public services for families who lose jobs and healthcare, 

and housing for the homeless would be severely re-

stricted in the future.  I believe that we as Christian citi-

zens are called to act out of the abundance and hope 

given us by a gracious God, not out of the scarcity we 

presently see.  I urge you to examine  Initiative 1033.  

Perhaps you will see, as I have, that its passage is not 

about the common good, but fear, not trusting the people 

we elect, and how one person might benefit temporarily 

while another suffers deeply. 
 

- Pastor Steve 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION 
"To Do Justice - A Guide for Progressive Christians" 

November 19, Thursday @ 7pm 
 

All interested é you are invited to discuss the book, To 

Do Justice.  It is a series of essays compiled by Christians 

around the world who discuss how to create a healthier, 

more equitable world in which to live.  ñEach era brings 

with it unique circumstances and responsibilities that 

challenge Christians to consider deeply what it means to 

be faithful in a time of crisis é this book is our response 

to the challenges that we have heard in recent years from 

our brothers and sisters who are living on the margins of 

society, in the United States and around the world.ò  

Pick up a book on the table in the church building nar-

thex.  The cost is a $15 donation.  Please leave it on our 

Office Administrator, Lynnôs desk.  Check with Sue 

Johnson, Rebecca Butler, Carolyn Swanson, Candace 

Todd-Robbins, or me with questions. 
 

- Pastor Steve 

 

CONGREGATION VOTES TO SUPPORT 
Proposition 1, Seattle Housing Levy 
 

At our fall Congregational meeting we voted to support 

the passage of Prop 1, the renewal of the Seattle Housing 

Levy with this resolution: ñAs a congregation who has 

hosted homeless families in our fellowship Hall (2005), 

voted to support the 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness 

(2007), hosted Tent City # 3 (2008), and are hosting a 

SHARE Shelter at our Calvary Campus (2009); Our Re-

deemers Lutheran Church supports affordable housing 

for all people and we endorse the 2009 Seattle Housing 

Levy.  We will encourage friends, neighbors and fellow 

members to do the same.  As an expression of our sup-

port we will continue to provide information about the 

levy to congregational participants and neighbors 

through handouts, website links and supportive signage.ò  

Please do what you can to encourage passage of Prop 1. 
 

- Ending Hunger and Homelessness Task Force 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARE INTERIM HOUSING (Shelter)  
@ Calvary Campus 
 

The SHARE shelter at our Calvary campus that provides 

a safe place for up to 20 men to sleep and eat each eve-

ning is in conversation with our congregational leaders 

around an improved entrance protocol.  In August a level 

3 sexual offender (a person found guilty by law to a sex-

ual offence, incarcerated, and released) was discovered 

as a resident of the shelter.  He was immediately re-

moved from the Calvary campus shelter.  The safety of 

the men in the shelter and the people in the neighborhood 

is of primary importance to the leadership of Our Re-

deemerôs Lutheran Church.  Because of the shelter opera-

tional protocol already in place with each resident (peer 

supervision, never alone in the neighborhood, out of 

neighborhood 7am-7pm) there were no reported incidents 

with this individual during his stay (3 weeks).  Upon re-

view it was discovered that the entrance protocol broke 

down and needed to be changed.  The Calvary Campus 

Task Force met with neighbors of our Calvary campus 

and they shared their concerns and expectations.  These 

were included in Our Redeemerôs discernment process 

for an adequate response.  Our Redeemerôs insisted that 

no new residents enter the Calvary campus shelter until 

an adequate entrance protocol is agreed upon by SHARE 

and Our Redeemerôs.  As of the middle of October, eight 

men were residents of the Calvary shelter and an en-

trance protocol had not yet been agreed upon. 
 

- Congregational Council 
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DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻΥ 
 

Finn Huffstetter 
Shea Cromwell 
Eric Hendricks 
Niels Running 
Matthew Anderson 
Rylie Chabot 

 

Who affirmed their faith and  
became adult disciples in our  
community on October 25th. 
As their community of faith, we cele-
brate and pray for our young             
people as they grow in grace!  

 
 

¢w9!{¦w9wΩ{ w9thw¢ 
July 1, 2009τSeptember 30, 2009 
 

At the end of the first quarter of our fiscal year, I am sorry 

to report that our operating fund ï which covers all of our 

normal operations, from salaries to Sunday School and 

benevolence to electricity ï needs help.  During the first 

three months of our fiscal year, our expenses have ex-

ceeded our income by $22,404.  Our operating fund is 

now negative at ($4,522).  We are able to continue paying 

the bills because of funds we have available that are desig-

nated for projects other than our day-to-day operations. 
 

Total Income  09-10 $   73,597 

Community Offerings $   68,627 

Gifts from Visitors  $        931 

Church Use               $     3,440 

Other   $        599 
 

Total Expenses 09-10 $    96,001 

Outreach   $      7,339 

Pastoral Staff  $    33,359 

Worship & Music  $      7,006 

Youth & Family  $      9,545 

Fellowship & Caring $         562 

Faith Formation  $         142 

Stewardship  $           58 

Communications  $      5,046 

Facilities   $    19,192 

Administration  $    13,752 
 

Net Income (Loss):           ($   22,404) 
 

Is this a normal ñseasonalò occurrence? 

Last year, which was a very tough economic year, we 

ended September $17,314 ñin the redò (expenses greater 

than income). We ended September of 2007 with a nega-

tive position of $2,238 and September of 2006 with a 

negative position of $7,873.  So, it is normal for our ex-

penses to have exceeded our income at this time of year.  

However, this yearôs net loss is a cause for each of us to 

think about our own gifts and review our commitment to 

sharing what God has first given us. 
 

Is the problem that weôre overspending the budget? 

No; this situation is primarily related to income, not ex-

penses. As a congregation, we approved a 2009-10 budget 

of $435,783. One quarter of that budget is $108,946.  As 

you can see, we have spent $96,001 to date.  The income 

budget included a projection of $357,800 in gifts from our 

members (envelope giving).  One quarter of that amount is 

$89,450.  As you can see in the income numbers, our com-

munity offerings to date are $68,627; this is $20,823 less 

than we planned when we passed the budget.  The amount 

received through September of this year is also 3.3% less 

than the amount received through September 2008.   

Please consider prayerfully whether you might be able to 

help us put our financial position back in balance.  I wel-

come your questions (206-399-6107 or margaretwet-

ter@comcast.net). 
 

- Margaret Wetter  
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

11/1 Jennifer Seyler 

11/4 Christina Drakos 

11/7 Aivree Watkins 

11/7 Lisa Watkins 

11/8 Margaret Giesa 

11/10 Carol Overhus 

11/11 Amy Dovinh 

11/12 Audrey Hauck 

11/14 Doug Moore 

11/14 Jim Freyberg 

11/15 Larry Ward 

11/15 Mary Gross 

11/16 Amy Ojendyk 

11/16 Ken Longaker 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING VETERANS 
Sunday, November 8 @ 9am & 10:30 am 
 

Formerly Armistice Day, in 1954 the name was changed 

to Veteran's Day to honor all those, living and dead, who 

served with the US Armed Forces in wartime.  We plan to 

acknowledge our veterans on the Sunday before Veteran's 

Day. We need your help to identify veterans of Our Re-

deemerôs and Calvary, both past and present.  If you are a 

veteran or know a veteran, please contact the office (206-

783-7900 or email at office@ourredeemers.net).  Please 

provide:  Name, Branch of Service and Conflict.  

hǳǊ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

11/16 Max Myers 

11/18 Andria Ellis 

11/18 Carolee Grumm 

11/18 Katie Schmiett 

11/19 Corinne Pickering 

11/21 Carol Alley 

11/21 Leo Parks 

11/21 Nancy Kristjanson 

11/21 Penny Fox 

11/23 Dakota Justis 

11/24 Elsie Wishon 

11/25 Kelly Germann 

11/29 Cindy Knight 

Confirmation Hike 


