
 

  

"A Community in the Model of Christ"  

 

   

From The  Pastor~  
 

ñWhenever we say the creed in worship I want to 

stop and talk about it!  óDescended to the 

deadô?!?  Whatôs that about?ò 

  

ñAt our worship team meetings we always read the 

Bible readings for the coming Sunday and almost 

always, someone will say, óThat doesnôt make sense.ô 

Or óI donôt like that!ô 

  

ñReading some parts of the Bible just makes me want 

to cry sometimes.  Why is God so mad?  What is go-

ing on?ò 

  

In just the last week, Iôve overheard these com-

ments.  Theyôre important.  Theyôre real.  Theyôre 

common.  Theyôre part of faith that engages our 

brains and our hearts and our lives.  But how often 

do we really get to consider them?  Usually sermons 

are like the sound of one hand clapping ~ intended to 

be communication, but almost always just one per-

son talking and with no opportunity for response or 

feedback or input.  

  

This fall our worship focus will be Faith Ques-

tions?  The theme is meant to communicate both the 

reality that faith DOES question and that all of us, 

however fully we understand ourselves to be people 

of faith, have questions and doubts.  And frankly, I 

believe God created us that way.  Like the grain of 

sand in an oyster is the irritant that begins the proc-

ess, over a long time, of creating a pearl, the ques-

tions and doubts that arise from the intersection of 

our faith and our lives, our lives and the Bible, the 

Bible and science, our faith and our neighborôs faith 

or lack of it, all such questions are one of Godôs best 

ways of creating pearls of deeper faith and commu-

nity where we can learn from each other, support 

each other, and be real about whatôs irritating our 

faith into life.  

  

 

 

Starting on Rally Day, September 12, the sermons 

will be based on your questions.  Many Sundays 

there will be a chance for sermon feedback conversa-

tion.  

  

But, of course, none of this will be possible without 

your help.  What stumps you?  What lingering ques-

tions come up when you pray?  What question are 

you afraid to ask your pastor?  What doubts do you 

have?  Through the months of July and August, we 

will have Faith Questions? Slips in the pews and 

clipboards so if a question occurs to you during the 

sermon or worship, you can write it down and put it 

in the offering plate or the ñThought Boxò available 

to collect them.  Send questions to my e-mail.  Feel 

free to ask anonymously, if that is more comfort-

able...but if you do, please be sure to give a little 

background and as clear an explanation as you can, 

so the sermon you hear doesnôt address a question 

you werenôt really asking.  

  

Iôm excited to see how we will learn and grow to-

gether...not least of all, me! 

  

A relaxing, restorative, enjoyable summer blessings 

to us all. 
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God½s Work...Our Hands 
Simply Giving.  ñMake it Easy On Yourselfò 

 As you may have heard at the Congrega-

tional Meeting on June 13th, one of the initiatives the 

Council will pursue this year is to increase the par-

ticipation in Simply Giving®.   As Treasurer, I have 

found that the month-to-month expenses for fulfill-

ment of our ministries are pretty sure and predict-

able.  But our income is not ï it can vary wildly, up 

and down from week to week and month to month.  

Partly in response to this, I fulfill my pledge through 

Simply Giving®.   With Simply Giving®, my  con-

tributions are made through a pre-authorized with-

drawal from my bank account.  I determine the fre-

quency of my automatic contribution ï weekly,  

twice monthly or monthly ï the option is mine.  My 

contribution is deposited into Our Redeemerôs bank 

account on the same day it is withdrawn from my 

account. 

 Simply Giving® is a reliable, safe way to 

fulfill your pledge, without having to remember to 

write a check, or find an envelope.  Because your 

offering is given consistently, youôll never need to 

play ñcatch-upò for missed Sundays.  More impor-

tantly, Our Redeemerôs benefits from steady, more 

predictable income throughout the year, more effi-

cient bookkeeping, and greater confidence in meet-

ing financial commitments.  As Guy mentioned in 

the meeting, each fall the Council suffers the same 

angst é are the low offerings in July and August 

just the usual seasonal trend?  Or do they indicate 

something more significant that is a cause for con-

cern?  If offerings are spread out across twelve 

months, with fewer seasonal spikes and dips, this 

anxiety can be reduced. 

 The primary reason I utilize Simply Giving® 
is to make it easy to be faithful to my desire to share 

ñfirst fruitsò.  In the Old Testament, first fruits were 

the first crops that Godôs people would collect from 

their fields and give to God -- a sign that everything 

the land produced belonged to God.  In the New 

Testament, first fruits are the first part of a blessing 

that is received as a promise of more to come.  I re-

ceive my income on the first of each month, and my 

contribution to Our Redeemerôs is automatically de-

ducted that same day ï before any other bills are 

paid or purchases are made.   

 Simply Giving® is a Thrivent Financial pro-

gram, with payments processed by Vanco Services.  

If you would like more information about the pro-

gram, or how to sign up, please contact the office:  

783-7900, or  

office@ourredeemers.net. 
 

-- Margaret Wetter 

 

 

Guatemala Flooding! 

Matthew Buening, a member of 

Our Redeemer's is living and working in 

Guatemala.  He is currently working for 

an NGO called As Green As It Gets in 

San Miguel Escobar.   

This small village was hit head-on by 

tropical storm Agatha, and the town was 

severely damaged by a pair of flash 

floods.  At least 13 people were killed, 

over 61 homes were totally destroyed, 

and another 100 homes were severely  

damaged.  In many cases, these 

people lost everything they had.   

As Green As It Gets is trying to 

raise $20,000 to rebuild some of 

these homes, and repair the 

causeway in town to prevent ad-

ditional flooding of this sever-

ity.  Please consider making a 

donation to this organization 

through their website.  http://

www.asgreenasitgets.org/ 

mailto:office@ourredeemers.net
http://www.asgreenasitgets.org/
http://www.asgreenasitgets.org/
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Last month in our newsletter and annual 

congregational meeting, we raised up and 

thanked this yearõs Sunday School teaching 

staff.  Seventeen teachers took turns being 

present every Sunday with the children 

who gathered to discover anew their faith 

in Godõs promises and hope in a community 

in which all are welcome.  Over 80 children 

registered for Sunday School last year, pro-

ducing seven distinct classes, with the 

same amount of unique learning centers 

(class rooms).  Parents of the younger chil-

dren were asked to set aside a Sunday 

every two months to accompany their child 

to class to provide assistance for the 

teacher.  Behind the scenes was present a 

Parent Support Group of 7 adults who pro-

vided weekly snacks for all the classes, art 

supplies for the variety of each classes pro-

jects, classroom learning materials to begin 

The program year, monthly mission pro-

jects supported each Sunday with the chil-

drenõs offerings, age appropriate bibles 

distributed to   students, and    

                                          

special events.  Each week our 10:30am 

Music Director gathered with the children 

to lead them in singing and acting.  All of 

these gifted, committed people sharing       

their variety of resources so that the chil-

dren of our community might grow into 

people of compassion for all of Godõs crea-

tion and trust a God whose grace surrounds 

us every moment of our lives.  Thank you! 

Sunday School Volunteers of Our Redeem-

ers!!!                             

 Summer is that time when we continue 

to embrace our childrenõs faith and com-

passion formation by turning our focus and 

energy from Sunday morning Sunday 

School to Vacation Bible School, Confirma-

tion Camp, and family events like Holden 

Village.  As you consider involving your 

children and their friends into these and 

other formative experiences volunteering is 

these same  events.  If you are In the work-

place during the week, find a way to pro-

vide resources for the event.  If you are 

available during the event, do something         

                                                        

that may be a growing edge for yourself.  

Your involvement and presence does won-

ders for the value your child place in these 

activities.                         

 Remember, September is coming.  We 

are asking you to continue to find a way 

this fall to underwrite and personally sup-

port the spiritual and emotional growth the 

children of Our Redeemers and the Ballard 

community.  See you in worship this sum-

mer! 

 

Children½s Ministries 
Stewardship é Growing Compassionate and Faithful Children by Stephen Grumm  

 

     Once again we are beginning to gather supplies for School kits and Health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The next 

loading will take place in the Fall and I hope to even exceed the 110 Health Kits we sent out in the Spring!  Below are 

the supplies lists that are needed.  August often means big sales on many of these items!  The LWR box is located in the 

Narthex to accept your generous donations.  A special thank you to Sue Pelto and Mary Peters for the beautiful school 

bags they make every year.  These items really do brighten people's lives, and you make the difference.        

Thank you all.   

Lutheran  World Relief  

God½s Work...Our Hands, cont. 

School Kit                                                                         Health Kit 

1 or 3 subject spiral notebooks 
(not loose paper)   
Blunt scissors 
Pencil sharpeners 
Construction paper - all colors 

Non-toxic crayons  
Rulers with metric 
Less needed as I have some; 
#2 pencils 

Dark colored Hand Towels 
Dark Colored Washcloths 
Soap 

Fingernail files with nail file 
Band-aids 
Toothbrushes 
(No toothpaste) 
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Can You Hear?  

It½s Calling YOU! 

Fun for the  
Whole Family  Seattle Storm  

Faith and Family Night  

For the Life of the World 

 

Thank-you to our Sunday School children for giving 

$99.73 in May to purchase items from the Childrenôs 

Hospital Wish List. 

 

Childrenôs offerings throughout the summer will go to 

the Ballard Food Bank.  In addition to their offerings, we 

encourage everyone to keep in mind our neighbors in 

need throughout the summer ï please bring food to fill 

the soup barrel.  Food Bank Sunday is July 13th
 

Children½s  
Ministries cont.  

 

Teaching Sunday School is é satisfying, reward-

ing, easier than you think , NOT a huge 

time commitment , a wonderful way to 

learn about Godôs love, and  an oh-so-important 

part of our Childrenõs Ministry ï a ministry that is 

thriving, growing, bursting with energy!   

 

We are recruiting Sunday School teachers for the 

2010-11 Sunday School year é is this something 

you may be called to do?  Teaching positions are 

available for any age, and are shared, so no one 

teaches every Sunday.  Out of 40 Sundays this past 

year, most teachers taught about 15 Sundays.  Godôs 

work é your hands?   

 

If youôd like to know more, please contact Pastor 

Kathy (206-783-7900; kathyh@ourredeemers.net) 

or Margaret Wetter (206-399-6107; margaretwet-

ter@comcast.net). 

The last regular-season Storm home game at Key Arena on Satur-

day, August 21st @ 7pm, against the L.A. Sparks, is designated 

Faith & Family Night.  If there is enough interest (minimum of 

ten people), we will get an Our Redeemerõs group together.  At 

the time of this writing, the Storm has the BEST record in the 

WNBA ~ Lauren Jackson, Sue Bird and the rest of the team are 

always fun to watch and the games at Key Arena make for a great 

family time out!  Please call or e-mail the office (783-7900; of-

fice@ourredemers.net), if you'd like to join in.  The cost is $20 

per person (for a regularly-priced $28 seat) and includes a post-

game inspirational talk from one of the Storm players.  

 

Go Storm! 

Join long-winded Seattle Architecture Foundation tour guru, Guy 

Michaelsen, for a tour of some of downtown Seattle's greatest build-

ings.  Come prepared with your questions on any building down-

town and Guy will depart from the script with a real or made-up 

answer to satisfy your curiosity.  Tour is 2-3 hours, however long the 

group is inspired to go, but beware - come prepared to walk and be 

mindful there are some steep hills.  Saturday, September 18, 

2010.  Meet downtown at 10am (details will be provided to atten-

dees).  This is a fundraiser for our ministries; cost is $15 per person.  

The tour is limited to 20 people, and 13 spaces remain.  A sign-up 

sheet is on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. Seattle  

Storm Faith & Family Night! 

Discover Downtown!  

mailto:kathyh@ourredeemers.net
mailto:margaretwetter@comcast.net
mailto:margaretwetter@comcast.net
mailto:office@ourredemers.net
mailto:office@ourredemers.net
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  We are pleased to launch a new group devoted to our more recently con-

firmed, full members of Our Redeemers. Starting on July 25th, youth in senior 

high, or going into senior high, are invited to meet during second service for a 

weekly get together for fellowship and reflection.  There will be good  

conversation, a new excellent location, and premium donuts (or at least not the 

Hostess variety pack). We will start 10 minutes before the start of second  

service (10:20 AM) and finish in time for communion.  

   

 If youôve been looking to reconnect with your spiritual life post-

confirmation and with the friends you made at Lutherwood, even if it has been a 

few years, this new group is for you.  Weôll be reaching out to you in the coming 

weeks, but if you or someone you know would like more information, please 

contact Matt Kaegebein (mlkaegebein@gmail.com) or Britni Chabot  

What comes post -confirmation ?µ 
Sunday Morning Youth Group  

Children½s Ministries cont. 

 "You are so young, so before all beginning, and  I want to beg you, as 

much as I can, dear sir, to be patient toward all  that is unsolved in your 

heart and to try to love the questions  themselves like locked rooms and like 

books that are  written in a very foreign tongue, Do not now seek 

the  answers, which cannot be given you because you would not  be able to 

live them. And the point is, to live everything.  Live the questions now. Per-

haps you will then  gradually, without noticing it, live along some distant day 

into the  answer: Perhaps you do carry within yourself the possibility 

of  shaping and forming as a particularly happy and pure way of liv-

ing;  train yourself to it--but take whatever comes with great trust, and 

if  only it comes out of your own will, out of some need of your inmost  being, 

take it.... " 

 

(Emph. added except for first phrase which is in  the original.)  

 

From Chapter 4, Letter to a Young Poet,  Ranier Maria Rilke,  Norton 

Words To Think On,  
A Quotation For The Month. 
LIVE THE QUESTIONSµµ... 
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The 2009-10 fiscal year ended on June 30th, and we are now at work ñclosing the booksò.  For a report on how we 

ended the year, please check out the Fellowship Hall bulletin board some time around the middle of July.  Many 

thanks for your contributions throughout the year to the mission and ministries of Our Redeemerôs! 

At the Congregational Meeting on June 13th, a vote was taken and approval given for the 2010-11 ñMoving Forward 

Budgetò  by the Church Council.  This ñgrowth budgetò, a 15% increase over the 2009-10 budget, will move us for-

ward as we continue our outreach and as our ministries expand.  The 2010-11 budget includes a new half-time Parish 

Administrator position; a search team is now at work to fill the position as soon as possible.  Here is the new budget; 

if you are interested in line-item detail, please let me know. 

Our Redeemerõs 2010-11 Adopted Budget 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

Envelope Offerings $ 407,317 

Special Offerings $ 16,000 

Property Use $ 23,000 

Fundraising $ 19,000 

Loose Offerings $ 6,000 

Everybody Place / Other $ 3,000 

Grant Funding (from the ELCA) $ 4,583 

Grant Funding ð Challenge Gifts $ 8,617 

Total Revenues $ 487,517 

MINISTRY EXPENSES: 

Outreach / Social Justice $ 49,135 

Pastoral Staff $ 170,191 

Worship & Music Ministry $ 59,397 

Youth & Family Ministry $ 14,000 

Fellowship & Caring Ministry $ 6,002 

Faith Formation $ 6,900 

Stewardship $ 1,500 

Communications $ 22,450 

Facilities $ 85,707 

Administration $ 72,235 

Total Expenses $ 487,517 

 

 

Moving Forward  
Financial Budget Report from Treasure 

1 Corinthians 

 

If you have questions about the budget or any other finance-related matters, please ask! --  

 

Margaret Wetter,  Church Treasurer 

 

Eï Mail margaretwetter@comcast.net;  

Phone (206) 399-6107. 

http://www.bibleinsong.com/Song_Pages/1Corinthians/1Corinthians13/1Corinthians13.htm
mailto:margaretwetter@comcast.net
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The deadline to sign up for Clean Greens is extended!  The 

folks at Clean Greens are willing to let new subscribers buy in af-

ter the season has begun.  With this program, you can buy local, 

buy seasonal, eat pesticide-free / chemical-free, help to supply 

produce to people who can't afford healthy food -- this is a fabu-

lous Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program!  The 

Earth Care and Ending Hunger & Homelessness Teams have 

joined forces to support this program that both supports sustain-

able farming practices and provides nourishment to the poor in the 

Central District.  With your purchase of a subscription, a box of 

fresh produce is delivered here to the church -- for up to ten Satur-

days, depending on when you buy in -- for you to pick up that day 

or the next morning at worship.  See the display in the Narthex, or 

go to www.cleangreensfarm.com, for more information on this 

program.  If you are unfamiliar with CSAs, and perhaps 

are hesitant about committing to a season, you might consider 

splitting a box with someone else!  The first box will be delivered 

on Saturday, June 26th. 

Food For Thought  
Clean Greens: Earth Care Ministry +  

Ending Hunger & Homelessness Ministry = 
Clean Greens!  

 

A small team of volunteers, led by Kari Guddal, are moving the Parking Lot Project forward!  We will soon have lighting and an 
electrical panel attached to a new pole in the middle of the lot.  As part of this project, the trees in the middle island of the 
parking lot will be removed.  The trees have been examined and unfortunately, they are dead, so they will be taken out before 
the pole is put in.  The removal of the trees will enable a better, further spread of light.  The lighting and access to electricity 
will allow us to pursue a return of Tent City to our parking lot. 

 
Once the electrical and lighting are installed, the team (including Frank Peters and Chuck McKenzie) will go to work getting 

water to the parking lot.  Access to water means not having to pull a hose across the street in order to water the islands, in-
cluding the new Peace Garden, and will be a benefit for events we might wish to hold in the parking lot ð social gatherings, 
Tent City, etc. 
 
We have $6,000 on hand for this project, raised during the 2009 auction and from subsequent gifts.  If you wish to donate to 

this project and speed its completion, please indicate òParking Lotó in the memo section of your check or on the òSpecialó 
line of your offering envelope.  Thank-you! 

Many Hands Working  
Parking Lot Project Moving Forward  

http://www.cleangreensfarm.com/
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If you have asked yourself, ñBut...what can I do?ò here may be your answer.  Are you called to one of 

these opportunities to be Godôs hands? 

 

Photographers 
We are looking for several people to take photographs at ORLC events and activities on a regular, on-

going basis.  You would need to would need to own a digital camera and be willing to learn how to 

upload photos from your camera to ORLCôs  Flicker account.  If you are willing to serve in this way, 

your name will be added to a resource list.  We will then contact you with various opportunities which 

you can accept or decline based on your availability. 

Contact: Margaret Wetter; Ph: 206.399.6107  E-Mail: margaretwetter@comcast.net   

 

Card Writers  
Greeting cards, congratulations, sympathy, get well, thinking of you- - - are sent on an as-needed basis 

to people in our faith community.  Cards are provided and you can pick up as few or as many-writing 

projects as you wish. 

Contact: Lora Campbel;  E-Mail: arkyn001@msn.com 

 

Phone Callers 
An occasional call to someone who is ill  or may be isolated is a nice way to check in.  We are looking 

for chatty people who can make phone calls to simply check in and possibly find out if someone can 

use additional help. 

Contact;  Lora Campbel;  E-Mail: arkyn001@msn.com 

 

Gardeners 
Maybe you live in a condo but you like to get your hands (Godôs Hands) dirty once in a while.  Or 

Maybe youôd like to find a way to serve that can be done whenever you feel like it, for as little or as 

long as youôd like to give. How  about claiming a garden spot at ORLC giving your green space some 

love and attention every once in a while? 

Contact;   Steve Grumm; Ph: 206.783.790 E-Mail: steve@ourredemers.net 

 

  Bulletin Folders? Something in the office? 

   Worship Assistant? Keeper of the outdoor sign?  

ñGod has no hands but our hands to do Godõs work today.ò -Teresa of Avila 

We look forward 

 to hearing  from you!  
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We Give Thanks for Council Members 

 

Terms of service as Council Members and as Offi-

cers ended on June 30th for Janet Woodfield 

(President), Marie Nordquist (Vice President), and 

Guy Michaelsen (Secretary).  For their faithful, ser-

vant hearts, we give heartfelt thanks, and for giving 

selflessly of their time and talents, we give them our 

gratitude and appreciation. 

 

 

 

 

We Give Thanks for Generosity 

 

For everyone who, throughout the year, has given to 

the Ballard Food Bank ï thank-you!  Gifts of cash 

totaling $1,360 have been given to the Food Bank 

through Our Redeemerôs during the current fiscal 

year (July 2009 through May 2010), PLUS another 

$517.75 raised by our Confirmands for the Soup-er 

Bowl of Caring, PLUS another $127.33 given by our 

Sunday School children last November.  If you wish 

to make a cash gift to the Ballard Food Bank, please 

consider donating through Our Redeemerôs; simply 

write your check to Our Redeemerôs and note 

ñBallard Food Bankò in the memo section.  We will 

send your donation to the food bank by way of the 

NW Washington Synod of the ELCA; this helps the 

ELCA to measure the impact of the generosity of the 

members of its churches.  And donôt forget the food 

donations!  July 13th is Food Bank Sunday ï please 

help fill the barrel! 

   

Thank-you! 

 

When I was seven years old, my parents 

enrolled me in a summer theatre camp. 

For eight weeks, I was May Bee in the 

musical Winnie The Pooh. From that time on, I knew that music 

would be in my life forever. That love continued and grew as I 

joined choirs, played the flute in band at school and continued to 

do musical theatre. In my first two years of college, I thought I un-

derstood the depths that music could reach. However, Christianity 

was not a part of my life until I transferred to Trinity Lutheran Col-

lege. At first, choir at TLC was just like any other group I had been 

a part of. As the semester continued, though, I began to understand 

what I was singing about. I had sung religious literature before, but 

only as a beautiful story to convey. The words I sang now were 

meaningful to me personally; they didnôt leave me when I closed 

my choir folder at the end of rehearsal. The Holy Spirit came alive 

inside me through the music I was singing. Soon, I was singing 

with thanks to the Lord. Music had been anything but a way to 

worship God previous to this. Now, this is the main purpose of mu-

sic in my life, thanks be to God! 


