5SOSYOSNI Hnnog

From the Pastor bright (a)round yon virgiéd mother, and But will we get the message?
her child the Holy infant, so tender Will we live, give, and love from a sus-
On the verge..... and mild. o Not a dansbterhopetfor @ur ownf lives haed |

| must have been 40 when | realizegscape at all! | finally got the message. world? Or will we sing sweet choruses
| 6d been vaguely misunderstandjng©of fAround yon verge
Silent Nighta | | my | i f €3etting they gessage gy challengingyear pretty much as we did the last one?

iround yon vergede8fAd! i kmagi e ! é The Aifererca tmayaweld degehdr ons |
bright moon shining on a nigistill Mas to the sweet luminescence of roundthether there is any Space for God in us

scene of gently rolling hills (verges),Y ©N  verge, but we an¢i@qu©liﬁes. AII m%hI\;OT be caBre -
blanketed in snow. Yes, | knew theC @us e what ma k e s &and brighs ih Yo lifeband of ®COURSE,r t
snow was a false German take onth€ € | ebr ati ng i s Go dheseasoeak lulabgbewilldé tod lmugye
Palestinian landscape, but a round€Sus for this gritty, often dishearteningut too busy to worship each Sunday?
verge is a round verge, whether inworld we live in. Too busy to ponder
Europe or the Middle East, whether _ you? To be still enough for God to give
hither or fiyono. Nowppderdhe Gogpel wiitgrg falk gfyou a new perspective on your own du-
personal logic went! oppressive emperors and taxes and poltous and limited personal logic?
erty; of the harsh reaction to Mary

Then, all of a Pregnancy and subsequent exclusion dre you getting the message?

sudden one day, her and Joseph fr derewihleiSpaceéonw®od enafamiydu y
| heard it in a hospitality. Those gritty details are whatn our Advent and Christmas worship.
Ainewo wa @low gsAq hope in God even now, inCome.

is calm, all is the midst of changing technology, econ-

omy, global power, and climate; terror-In joyful, gritty hope+

P o ist threats and swine flu; stressed out
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Advent 2009 theme:Space for God...
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The Red Christmas Envelope

a
eople out of work,
[ eason, amid an economy that has ;TS p e hnd m
In this Chnstmafs f on "at war, an ed hope, 10 commit and vork
‘ W T together to dream and vision, 10 pray an ’
e s to gather together,
® =® l\j\/ith o%hers for the life of the world. | © on support from 1l of us| As
i jvities depen ) we have
4 Our missions and congregation ?c? tus in many places, in many Wgy§émm ity
@ ious God communicates idren in our families an
o our gracio d nurture the chi
& = been able to support an
e ©

d
We have partijere
: ; nts, and advocacy- We hbve
: jonships, stories, eVellts: ut the world.
through musm’drf\ﬁ:;?esspin our community and throughé) Ls presenc e
wmwmmgwsgl e to cele
been

. o And so in this season ¥ ohrist-
i h our individual gifts- mers in the re

We do all of 118 thtaotlngclude a Christmas gift t0 our F;?gfznd we ask that yoy use

ask tht ylo y p‘e\?zu will receive said envelope in the

mas envelope.

i Team
mas Abundance
f\:/lri\lzastSimmons, Dave Pelto, Steve Grumm

Ttq K 1 hkx
Sunday School Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 20 @ 10:30am

Do you have fond memaories of Christmas
Have your parents shared their Christmas
memaories?Does it warm your heart every
time you look at your little ones and see

their faces on Christmas?

All are welconeghse come and
enjoy the stories, the memories, the
music, and the refreshments afterward.

Our

Redeemer 0s

Lut h¢

Vision Statement

In the model of Christ, and for the life of the world, we arénalusive,

devoted, caring, spiritual community that accepts challenges,
takes risks and grows.
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[ roc fod 1 Kathbrige H. mhvksCPester S | 1
Stephen Grumm, Pastor of Church and Community
Julie Hutson, Pastor and LYONS Director
Karen Lee, 10:30am Worship & Music Director
Phil Woodward, 9am Worship & Music Director
Marcus Eads, Youth & Family Minister
Lynn Henderson, Office Administrator
Rebecca Butler, Communications
Joanne Marson, Nursery
Kathy Nelson & Tamara Anderson, Everybody Place

2400NW 85th Street, Seattle, Washington 98117
Phone206.783.7900- Fax206.706.6062
office@ourredeemers.net
Website: www.ourredeemers.net

As a community in the model of Christ, we warmly welcome all who
KIS 02YS aSS{Ay3 D2R F+id hdzNJ|[wSR
la F awSO2yOAftAy3a Ay [/ KNRadGe O2y[ANB
ethnic background, social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation gnd

gender identity. Together in our diversity, we seek to embrace the love g

THE VISITOR December 2009 Rage

f God
offered to us in Jesus Christ. We gather to experience the presence of G

od in
Word and sacrament and to give praise to God who loves us unconditiopally.
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING WHAT SHOULD | DONATE?
Caroling, caroling, now we go & o C2NJ hdzNJ wSRSSYSNXaA pil

Christmas bells are ringing F February 6, Saturday, 5pm
Caroling, caroling thru the snow &
Christmas bells are ringing

A successful auction requires two elements, items to bid
on and people to bid on those items! Please mark your
calendar and plan to attend
which is sure to be another FUN event and, in the mean-
time, think about what you can donate.

Joyous voices sweet and clear
Sing the sad of heart to cheer
Ding dong, ding dong
Christmas bells are ringing
Webve set a goal of at | eas
Join the Our Redeemer 0s ¢ @unedhmunity.WWe Rndw tMaEEVERYONEthasSOME- h o
-bound members and offer some holiday cheer throughrHING to donate! Here are some ideas:

Christmas carols! § Akids party! Put together an hour or two of swim-
ming, bowling, or a trip to the zoo forX kidsi

Sunday, Dec. 6, 2:66:30 pm perfect for one person to bid on for a birthday party or

Saturday, Dec. 12, 4:06:30pm open it up for several people to bid on.

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 6:330pm § Team clothing Show your team colors! Search out
the sales at your favorite team store and pick up an

All are invited to join the fun! Seniors, families, singles item or two to donate.

children, teens, those with voices of angels and those wh9  sports Memorabilida Do you have or can you get
warble best in the shower. Parents of children age 8 and aytographed sports items? Trading cards?

older, please feel free to drop your children off and takey Bapysitting! Lots of parents in our community would
some time for yourselves. Children under age 8 are very |oye to know they have babysitting covered for their
welcome to join us, but we ask that they be accompanied npext evening out. This is a perfect donation for teens

by a responsible adult. or younger babysitters to partner with Mom or Dad.
We wi | | me et at Our Rede e§m(e3arrd§nsmg Do&?tevypuﬁritgm ta %Iantlburl]b§, 8'0 t ean
Spring clearup, or mow lawns!

Dinner in your home for four or six or eight? Maybe
a theme: Mexican, Italian, Thai, or a summer picnic
or barbecue. Maybe you have a specialty dish you
love to make. With a dinner you will get to know
more people in our communitywhat a bonus!

§ Crafts? Knitted goods, needlepoint, embroidered
items, table runners, wall hangings, quilted items,

and go out to the many members of our community Wh%
are unable to join us in worship at church. On Dec. 6th

12th, hot cocoa and treats will be served when we return
to the church. Volunteers are needed to provide treats|and
transportation. If you are able to help, please contact the
office at 206783-790Q

THE GIVING TREE pottery, baked goods, woodworking. Whatever you
An Opportunity to Share Our Blessings! make, donate! .

§ Do you have a relationship with a local retailer or
November 29December 13 mer chant ? 1 a&lboforatondion! s hy

A week or a weekend in your vacation home or cabin,
rustic or fancy, nearby or over the river and through
the woods.

A day trip on your boat, with or without refreshments.
Tickets from your season subscription to basketball,
soccer, baseball or football, ballet, opera, or theatre.

You are invited to take part in our annual effort to proviole§
Christmas gifts and food for local families and individuals
in need. This year we are working with LATCH and The
Compass Center. The Giving Tee will be filled with tags
beginning Sunday, November 29th. Please take a tag (gr
two) and an instruction sheet. Gifts (unwrapped) need to
be returned by Sunday, December 13th. There will bgy,nation forms are available on a table in the narthex

more than one tag on the tree for each person. We hopgjgnt piyel). Early donations are much appreciated and
this will make participation more affordable. In additign make my job MUCH easier! If you have any questions

to gifts, Our Redeemer 0s | W,k lonating, or nB29 Aef h compl&ting the e, We €

offerings to provide grocery store gift certificates for each,a5se let me know Thasylou so much!
family. If you have questions, please contact Rebech ' '
Butler (206789-4260) or Paula Hlastala (2854069). | - Margaret Wetter Procurement Coordinator
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Welcoming Wisdom 2010

If you loved last year's Welcoming Wisdo
event and want to help with the next on
please join the planning committe&Ve will
have our first meeting in early January, loo
ing forward to an event in early Marcldelp
create a celebration of our congregation's e y
ers. For more details, contact Latife Ne
(latifeneu@hotmail.com).

Expressions of Generosity
By Pastor Steve Grumm

Welcome to the season of generosity and
gratitude! Through November and Decem-
ber we are reminded again and again of the
need of nofprofit organizations for our fi-
nancial help and support. Each of us has
our favorites, our standard bearers, that we
fgi ve generously too
our own opportunitie

Give Poinsettias for Christmas each year that you will hear about and be

invited to support.
@
37%{

4 Again this year we will collect monetary donations for Christ- _
X mas poinsettias, which may be given in memory of or to honor©f  course, there is
a person in your lifeDonation envelopes will be available €1 al l'y ~supporting a
December 6t20th. Please enclose your donation in one of the enve-Petér Gomes a minister of Memorial Church
lopes provided, fill out the donation information and place the enve-at Harvard University writes,

lope in the offering plate or give to an usher. Thank you!

>

AWhite people who vi
are often surprised and not a little

shocked at the number of offerings given,

e e e e e B B e e B B B B it he e of encouraging pe

H H ple to generosity. It takes them some time

ChrIStmaS EVG Hand Be" ChO"* to realize that the giving of money is not a
& Instrumental Ensemble

necessary condition to the material needs
of the people of God, but rather it is the

All are welcome to participate!* central drama in the

Pastor Gomes also writes about the offer-

ings at worship as a child. The plate was
Bring your instrument or learn to play hand bells

*},

not passed in the pews; instead people
would bring their gifts forward to the front
of the church. There was a dollar goal to be
met each Sunday, and the stewards would
count the money as it was given. If the goal
was not met on the first garound, the choir
would continue singing and the congrega-
tion was asked to pass up front again, until
the goal was reached. It was high theater
for a child (Gomes writes) with the whole
congregation on view and in motion, the
murmuring of the stewards as they counted,
the relentless rhythm of the singing, and the
anxious moments while awaiting the results.

to festive Christmas carols! Practices are:

Saturday, Dec.5, 3:00084:30 pm & hand bells only
Saturday, Dec. 12 & Saturday, Dec. 19, 3:0064:30

pm & hand bells and orchestra instruments l snot it comforting,

theran Christian? | hope our level of com-
fort doesnot restrict
share our abundance. Sharing our abun-
dance financially and personally helps us
live faithful lives. Living as generous peo-
ple, sharing from the wealth of our talents,
should and can change our livi@sand the
lives of other® forever.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,
December 24, 2009, 11:00 p.m.

Questions? Contact Karen Lee
(206) 783 -4536; cdkswan@comcast.net

e B e B e e B e B e -

THE VISITOR December 2009 Rage

I B
S

‘N



Youth and Families

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 9th ¢ 12th GRADE YOUTH GROUP

Dinner and a Movie! The 9thi 12th Grade Youth Group is a safe and affirming

December 4, Friday @ 6:30pm place where our high school aged youth and their friends

i ) ) ‘\v .| can connect with one another through fun and fellowship,
Put the kids in thei Pjl 4 danth alr @1 N nu st pien cthhagl | enge
Fellowship Hall for a pizza dinner. After the mealJ P 0 faith journey. Whet her we ¢
will be shown in the FeIIov_vshlp Hall. _We are showing games, or involved_in community service, it has always
only one movie this montlhpeenifoalithht®his gréup Fould ddRpiimeRt € YONS ©
ages will enjoy! Pizza, fruit, fruit juice, dessert, and pop~( ytheran Youth of North Seattle). In fact, occasionally

corn provided. Parents may bring their own adult beverye join up for certain activities. A recent example of this
ages. Childcare for infants will be provided, and forthasg, 5 s November s Christian C

toddlers who parents feel may be too young for thgs e s ys, Justice and Jazz.d

movie (rated PG). Mark your calendar for this fun event,ning listening to some amazing musicians play and share
So that we purchase the right amount of food, pleasgersonal stories and highlight some of the incredible

RSVP with the number in your party to ourredeem—strugg|es that teens deal with on a daily basis.
ers@gmail.com. Please join us!

Il tds not easy being a teenas

- Parent Support Team will be. But | continue to be shocked at what | read

about in magazines and what
SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS harder for teens! Some of the hardships that teens face
LEARNABOUT FAITH TRAITS now wer e never even me nt i on

also an amazing time to be a teenager growing up in the

The curriculum used in our Sunday School is called213t Century. Opportunities abound!

AWitnesso, a program wit Rpadfou® Nek&e§ebein arfl Britnf Chdbédt for thkir @
and their appllcatlpn in service to the world. Each Sun'gontinued passion and leadership in this group. If you
day we will share the dayp@age 2t8R, koW a feenl dre d tBef, o%éin‘upiyﬁn‘ovl/ n
haps you can have a conversation with some of bUgsmeone who knows a teen, please tell them about this
young people about the faith traits they are learning. group. We typically meet on the 3rd Sunday of each

Emphasis Faith Trait month from 4:005:30pm. If you have any questions,
yplease contact Marcus Eads.

December6 Gododés Pl anPafieace Mar
or Prophecies (5tbth)

December 13 Jesus is born Joy 1st and 2nd Year CONFIRMATION
December 20 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal @ 9am | Our first and second year confirmation students are hard
Christmas Pageant @ 10:30am at work on a multmont h chall enge to
Prayer. Wedre alll familiar
December 27 No Sunday School week after week in our worship services. Many of us

have it committed to memory. The Confirmation stu-
4th-6th GRADE YOUTH GROUP dents are taking this prayer apart piece by piece and put-
ting it back together as a way of figuring out what it all

On November 27th the kids participated along with othemeans to us disciples. We do that through workshops,
members of our community in the annual Turkey Trotservant events, and church visitations. But during the
around Greenlake to help fight world hunger. Thgalkt | Advent month of December, the youth are studying the

to everyone who supported this important cause! InDef i r st portion of the Apost |
cember, the kids will be singing Christmas CarolstovariChr i st , Godébés only Son, Qur
ous homebound members of our church and those wwoohe Holy Spirit, born of th
are in assisted living or nursing care. The rest of the6th, the students are singing Christmas carols to various
month will be devoted to preparing for our annual Christ-homebound members of our church and those who are in
mas Pageant on Sunday, December 20th. assisted living or nursing care. And, in December, our
Confirmands are visiting the Ahmiddiya Mosque in
Lynnwood on Friday, December 11th

-Marcus Eadsmarcus@ourredeemers.net, Z3-7900

Newsletter Online at www.ourredeemers.net THE VISITOR December 2009 Bage



Social Justice You Make A Difference

QUOteS We ask this in the name of Jesus whose first evangelist
. was a Samaritan woman, who identified faith in a Roman
"I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the Soldier whose birth was celebrated by middle eastern po-
year. | will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future. Théentates and whose cross was shouldered by an African.
Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. | will not shut out theAmen 0
lessons that they teach.* Scrooge
"God bless us, everyone.Tiny Tim AFGHANISTAN 0 those who viewed the

A Christmas CaroCharles Dickens] mo v i e , AKite Runner 0, and t |

with friends of the mosque, we hope the

FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD people of Afghanistan became more real to
. . : you. Some of our members attended a talk given by
Stuffed Animals for Seattle Police & Fire Malalai Joya, a woman elected to the Afghan Parliament.
Sunday School offerings for the month of De- More information:  http://www.peaceactionofwa.org/?
cember will go to purchase stuffed animals tog=node/93. The task force believes we need peaceful so-
donate to the Seattle Police and Fire Departlutions in Afghanistan, not more military troops. If you
ments. Stuffed animals are used to calm chil-agree, please call the President at-26@1111.
dren during traumatic moments in their lives,
when police officers or fire fighters are involved. The PAKISTANWVe discussed two educational
animals help to build a bridge between a frightened chilgprograms and charities that might become
and an adult who is a stranger, but there to help. a project for our Sunday School and the

_ _ task force. The vision is promoting peace
We are also collecting new stuffed animals to donate. Wenq education in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Information

hope to collect at least one stuffed animal from each Sunan he found at  http:/Awww.penniesforpeace.org/media
day School family. There are 43 families in our Sundayangpress/ and http://www.threecupsoftea.com/. Also
School community, so we could collect a ot of animals  mentioned was the Children of Peace Foundation, where
both Palestinian and Israeli children, suffering from the
trauma of war and violence, are helped.

We welcome donations from others in our community
who are not a part of the Sunday School program.
Please bring your animal to worship one Sunday in De-

cember and place it in the Fellowship Hall collection box. IRAN Holding up their flag and cheering at a

soccer game, we meet the Iranians. In the

- Margaret Wetter spring, our plans include a speaker with pic-
tures of Iran. His name is Abdi Sami; he
PEACEMAKERS TASK FORCE NEWS works with Rick Steves. Watch for it.

We share with you our meeting on Nov. EVERYWHERE, EVEN IN SEAJdrdern and possi-
10th. Each month we ask ourselves thebilities were expressed for one of our justice teams to take
guestion: Al n peac eme&iery tal howdr af thuman tafficking./ Check the
you passionate ab ojuvebsiei @ndt Tinh OVaduU® at hitp:/timmatsui.com/

_ _ _ blog/2009/10/.

PRAYEREXxcited to find a prayer written
by Marty Haugen and others, we prayed: \jDDLE EASTEinally, there is a radio play drama for
peace, Altds Up to Us Al one
\i-net/play.php. Ed Asner is the voice of the drama. It cen-
ters on the conflict in the conflict in the Middle East.

fiGracious God, Help us to hear the women of Iraq sin
ing lullabies to their children, and the women of Afghar
stan baking bread for any visitor to share.

Help us to see the brigletyed children of North Korea Carolyn Swansan - Chair, Peacemakers

playing games in the street, and teenagers in Cuba carv-
ing love hearts on the barks of old trees.

Help us to identify not an axis of evil but an interwoven
chain of human goodness, lest we carelessly damn or| de-
stroy those whose potential you have planted.
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